Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

France hurled them back at the Marne and
stood like a rock throughout the war. Kng-
land swept the seas of German commerce and

flung her armies half around the world.
Russia divided the menace at a time when it

would otherwise have been overpowering.
Italy held the back door of France. But none
of these did more than to prevent the ultimate
triumph of despotism. With all of them the

war might have ended virtually in a draw.    It

was reserved for America,, and above all, Ameri-
can 'steel, to win the Armageddon of the modern
world.

This was a war of steel.    Men and  food,

heretofore the determining elements of mili-
tary power, were helpless without steel- ^stocl

in unlimited quantities and innumerable forms.
The vast armies engaged and the wide ranges
of the conflict only served to emphasize the
importance of steel. And it was this fact that
made Germany and her allies so formidable.

Skill and  resources for the  production of
steel are more highly developed in Germany
and in the United States than in any other
countries of the world,   Their combined pto-
rn